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GET TO KNOW SHEILA BROOKS

Sheila Brooks, Ph.D. is an entrepreneur, author, Emmy-award winning journalist, 
dedicated advocate for minority, women and diversity issues and small businesses; and an expert in 
multicultural marketing and entrepreneurial education.

Dr. Brooks is founder, president and CEO of SRB Communications, a full-service 29-year-old 
advertising, marketing and PR agency in Washington, D.C., with satellite offices in Baltimore, Maryland 
and Manhattan, New York. The boutique agency specializes in multicultural markets, public relations, 
media relations, community outreach and broadcast production. Prior to starting her company in 1990, 
Dr. Brooks built a distinguished television career as a reporter, anchor, and news director at CBS, 
NBC, and PBS TV affiliates across the country. She worked as the documentary executive producer for 
WTTG Reports at the Fox owned-and operated station in Washington, D.C. 

Her 41 years in the television and communications industry has garnered more than 200 awards 
including two local Emmy Awards, four local Emmy Nominations; the prestigious 2017 President’s 
Award from the National Association of Black Journalists (NABJ), a three-time honor; 47 national 
Telly awards; and induction in the Silver Circle, a Hall of Fame honor from the National Academy 
of Television Arts and Sciences, which recognizes more than 25 years of excellence in journalism. 
In 2019, Dr. Brooks received a NAACP Image Award nomination for her first book. She was also 
inducted in the DMN Marketing Hall of Femme and her alma mater’s Hall of Fame in the Department of 
Communication at the University of Washington-Seattle. 

Dr. Brooks has received numerous entrepreneurial honors including the 2018 Folio: Top Women in 
Media Award from Folio Magazine; the 2018, 2012 and 1995 Supplier of the Year Awards; 2018, 2016 
and 2008 Top MBE Awards; the 2015 Advocate of the Year Award from the Capital Region Minority 
Supplier Development Council (CRMSDC); the 2016 Community Investor’s Award from Baltimore 
Associated Black Charities; 2014 Partnership Award from the Greater Baltimore Committee, a 
recognition shared jointly with her firm’s client Baltimore Gas and Electric; and the 2014 Women in 
Business Champion Award from the D.C. Chamber of Commerce.

Dr. Brooks is a sought-after speaker and author, releasing her first book, “Lucile H. Bluford and the 
Kansas City Call: Activist Voice for Social Justice,” in April 2018. She has testified before the United 
States Congress and Maryland General Assembly on minority and women’s business issues. She has 
served on numerous national, local and paid nonprofit boards throughout her career. Currently, she 
serves on the Board of Trustees for the Federal City Council, Chair of the Board of Visitors at Morgan 
State University’s School of Journalism and Communication, Advisory Board of the Jim Vance Media 
Institute at Archbishop Carroll High School, and the Advisory Board for ColorComm. She is immediate 
Past Chair of The Presidents’ RoundTable, an exclusive African American CEO organization of high-
growth entrepreneurs.

Dr. Brooks teaches multicultural marketing in her role as adjunct faculty in the graduate school’s 
Strategic Public Relations program at The George Washington University. Previously, she taught 
journalism and entrepreneurial college courses, and was Entrepreneur in Residence in the School 
of Communications at Howard University from 2010-2012 where she provided consulting services in 
strategy, branding and media outreach for an entrepreneurial incubator. 

Dr. Brooks received a Ph.D. in Communication, Culture and Media Studies in May 2015 from Howard 
University. She has a Master of Arts degree in political science from Howard and a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in communications from the University of Washington in Seattle. 
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• 2019 National Association of Black Journalists (NABJ) Ida B. Wells Award

• 2019 Cinderella to CEO™ Award

• 2019 NAACP Image Awards Nominee for Outstanding Literary Work - Debut Author

• 2019 DMN Marketing Hall of Femme Honoree

• 2018 Capital Region Minority Supplier Development Council (CRMSDC) “Supplier of the Year” in the         
Mid-Atlantic Region

• 2018 University of Washington-Seattle Department of Communication Alumni Hall of Fame 

• 2018 & 2016 CRMSDC Top 100 Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) Award in the Mid-Atlantic Region

• 2018 Folio: Magazine Top Women in Media National Award

• 2017, 1999 & 1991 NABJ President’s Award

• 2015 CRMSDC Advocate of the Year Award

• 2014 D.C. Chamber of Commerce Women in Business Champion Award

• 2012 Women Who Make a Difference Award - GapBuster Inc. & Lincoln Park Historical Foundation

• 2011 NABJ Pat Tobin Entrepreneurial Award

• 2011 National Organization of Black Elected Legislative Women Shining Star Award

• 2011 Howard University School of Communications Entrepreneurship Trailblazer Award

• 2009 New York State Association of Black Women-Owned Enterprises Black Rose Entrepreneurial Award

• 2005 NATAS-DC Silver Circle Emmy Award & Journalism Hall of Fame

• 2005 Enterprising Magazine Women of the Year National Award

• 2001 Black Women in Sisterhood for Action Distinguished Black Women Award

• 1999 Women in Film & Video Women of Vision Award

• 1998 D.C. Chamber of Commerce Crystal Monument Award for Entrepreneurship

AWARDS & ACCOLADES

http://www.LucileBlufordBook.com
mailto:drbrooks%40lucileblufordbook.com?subject=
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TITLE:
Lucile H. Bluford and the Kansas City Call: Activist Voice for Social Justice

PUBLISHED: 
April 23, 2018

PUBLISHER:  
Lexington Books, an imprint of Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Company

SUMMARY:
The Black press has long been a platform for Black feminists and civil rights 
activists, like journalist, editor and publisher Lucile H. Bluford. This book discusses 
the activist career undertaken by Bluford and her fight against racism and sexism. 
It traces the beginnings of her activism as a young reporter seeking admission to 
the graduate program in journalism at the University of Missouri-Columbia and 
details how that battle became the catalyst for her seven-decade career as a 
champion of racial and gender equality.

The authors then focus on a selection of Bluford’s writings that appeared in the 
Kansas City Call newspaper over fifteen years, from 1968 to 1983, as examples 
of how she articulated a Black feminist viewpoint in her news stories and editorial 
commentaries on women’s rights and civil rights issues. The issues that she 
focused on in particular were education, health, housing, jobs, protests and 
solidarity. An analysis of Bluford’s writings on social, economic, and political 
issues and her strong opinionated views on women and African Americans in The 
Call demonstrates consistent themes in her writings and examines whether biases 
and assumptions may have influenced her writings.

Bluford used her social authority in the formidable power base of the media she 
owned, shaping and mobilizing a broader movement in the struggle for women’s 
rights and civil rights. She masked her Black feminism with a unique angle of 
vision as it relates to oppression, race, gender, and class. Bluford regularly used 
her journalistic voice in her news stories and commentaries to break down the 
barriers of inequalities and injustices against both women and Blacks, especially 
in her news coverage that the mainstream news ignored.

ABOUT THE BOOK

http://www.LucileBlufordBook.com
mailto:drbrooks%40lucileblufordbook.com?subject=
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”

She was an amazing 

person.  When you read 

her story and see what 

she accomplished, 

she wi l l  become your 

heroine just  l ike she 

became mine.

-Sheila Brooks, Ph.D.

“
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BOOK REVIEWS

This is great timing to elevate this conversation about Black feminist. Now to see, at 
least a small snippet of it in the story of Lucile Bluford. You’ve done a magnificent job 
capturing it.”

“
Michael  Steele,  Former Lieutenant Governor of  Maryland,  Steele and Ungar Sir iusXM

This is a brilliant, readable text that should be required reading for all those in journalism, 
history, political science, and women’s studies.”“

Dr.  Carolyn M.  Byerly,  Howard Universi ty

I read about her [Lucile Bluford] and almost came to tears... I can’t thank you enough for 
writing this book.”“

Sharrarne Morton,  WHUR Small  Business Report 

Reading about Lucile Bluford was just an incredible read for me.”“
Barbara Hamm Lee,  Another View Radio Show

Little Known outside the Missouri-Kansas area, Lucile Bluford nonetheless is one of the true 
heroines of the U.S. civil rights movement.”“

Brian Brooks,  Universi ty of  Missouri 

As women take back their history, it’s high time Lucile Bluford received her due. Readers are 
reminded of (and some introduced to) the pioneering work of Kansas City Call reporter and 
editor Lucile Bluford’s work championing women and civil rights in the United States.”

“
Barbara B.  Hines,  Howard Universi ty 

The story of how Lucile Bluford helped lead Black Kansas City from the late 1960s through 
the 1980s via her newspaper, The Kansas City Call, is not unusual, as 20th century Black 
press stories go. And that very normality is what makes this monography important. When not 
roadblocked by Black male sexism, Black women seek, and fight, to save, heal and transform 
the entire Black community...These women, like Bluford, are strategic.”

“

Todd S.  Burroughs,  Drums in the Global  Vi l lage Blog

As a student, I am always interested in learning about influential women in history. I am so 
surprised that I had never heard of Ms. Bluford and I am so glad that I read this book.” “

Giang Doan,  Dickinson Col lege Student

http://www.LucileBlufordBook.com
mailto:drbrooks%40lucileblufordbook.com?subject=
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SPECIAL APPEARANCES
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The NAACP Image Awards is the preeminent multicultural awards show celebrating 
the accomplishments of people of color in the fields of television, music, literature and 
film, and also honors individuals or groups who promote social justice through creative 
endeavors. Each year, this all-star event is attended by many of the top names in the 
entertainment industry. Dr. Brooks attended the 50th annual awards “live” show held in 
Los Angeles California in March. While in L.A., Dr. Brooks began negotiating a television 
documentary deal for her book!

50th NAACP Image Awards
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Dr. Brooks published her first book, “Lucile H. Bluford and the Kansas City Call: Activist 
Voice for Social Justice” in April 2018. Since then, she has participated in many author 
events, fireside chats, radio interviews, television appearances, book readings and book 
signings.

A U T H O R

E N T R E P R E N E U R
With an innate entrepreneurial mindset ever since she was a child, Brooks knew that she 
was destined to be a writer. She has successfully owned and ran her own business, 
SRB Communications, for 29 years. She has been recognized in the media for her 
journalistic and entrepreneurial successes. Brooks is a lifelong learner and believes in 
sharing the knowledge that she has to aspiring young journalists and entrepreneurs. 

As a former television journalist, Brooks is no stranger to the camera or an audience. She 
thrives when she is given an opportunity to use her voice to help, share with, and inspire 
others, no matter the platform. She is a frequent emcee, moderator, host and special guest 
on panels, at special events, and national conferences across the country. 

S P E A K E R

*B O O K A P P E A R A N C E S TO D AT E

http://www.LucileBlufordBook.com
mailto:drbrooks%40lucileblufordbook.com?subject=
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

As a first-time author, what was the inspiration behind your new book?

Who was Lucile Bluford? What made her unique?

What was Bluford’s role in the Civil Rights and Feminist movement?

What is your connection to Kansas City, Missouri and the Kansas City 
Call newspaper?

What do you think Lucile Bluford would tell to female journalists and 
publishers of today’s generation?

This book emerged from a doctoral dissertation on Lucile Bluford that I worked on 
while attending Howard University in Washington, D.C. I wanted to write about a 
black woman entrepreneur and after reading about Ms. Bluford, I was determined 
to share her story with the world. She does not get the credit that other Black 
newspaper publishers of her era and before received, like Ida B. Wells and Daisy 
Bates. 

Lucile was a journalist, editor and publisher at the Kansas City Call in Kansas City, 
Missouri. She was a go-getter and an activist who did not let her race, her gender or 
her social stature stop her from achieving anything that she put her mind to. Despite 
being denied admission to graduate school, being shamed, and discriminated 
against, one thing always remained the same...her dedication to The Call and her 
love for storytelling.

It was during this era among the worsening state of affairs—injustices and 
oppression against women and Blacks—that Bluford articulated her contributions to 
both the civil rights and the women’s rights movements in weekly news stories and 
commentaries.

I was born and reared in Kansas City, Missouri. I actually attended elementary school 
and grew up a few blocks from The Call newspaper offices during the height of the 
civil rights movement when Bluford wrote, edited and published the newspaper.

Continue to tell your story. Be honest, be persistent, and do not give up on your 
dreams. As journalists, it is our duty to do so.

http://www.LucileBlufordBook.com
mailto:drbrooks%40lucileblufordbook.com?subject=
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For book lectures and signings, speaking 
engagements and other media inquiries, contact:

 PUBLICIST - SRB COMMUNICATIONS, LLC
 1020 16TH STREET NW
 SUITE 400
 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036
 
 (202) 775-7721
 
 DrBrooks@LucileBlufordBook.com

Connect with Dr. Brooks on social media:

@SheilaDeanBrooks

@Sheila Brooks, Ph.D.

@BrooksBusinessReport

@BrooksBizReport
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

http://www.LucileBlufordBook.com
mailto:drbrooks%40lucileblufordbook.com?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/sheiladeanbrooks/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sheila-brooks-ph-d-01857a15/
https://www.facebook.com/brooksbusinessreport/
https://twitter.com/BrooksBizReport

